THE TROLLEYBUSES OF ESSLINGEN

by D. Pearson

(Trolleybus Magazine No. 90, September 1976)

Standing on the right bank of the river Neckar, with its boundaries adjoining the City of Stuttgart, lies the town of Esslingen am Neckar.

Early in 1944, the 32-year-old tramway system had been devastated by air raids. lt was decided completely to replace the trams by trolleybuses as, presumably, this course would have been less expensive than to reconstruct the trackwork and equipment throughout the town.

So, on 1st April 1944, trolleybuses commenced operation on the 7 km route between Obertürkheim, at the Stuttgart boundary, along the valley of the Neckar, through Esslingen town centre and out to Oberesslingen, the whole route running in roughly a south-easterly direction towards Oberesslingen.

The route was numbered 31 and a short-working service between Bahnhof Esslingen and Oberesslingen carried number 32.

Ten trolleybuses had been ordered for the opening. These were all two-axle MAN-Chassis with Brown Boveri (BBC) electrical equipment. Nos. 51-55 had Schumann utility bodies, whilst 56-60 had a similar design of bodywork from Kässbohrer. Four two-axle trailers were also provided.

Later in the same year, further trolleybuses arrived to help the hard-pressed fleet in the form of three three-axle Alfa Romeo/TIBB vehicles from Italy. The German government took trolleybuses from several Italian systems at that time and distributed them amongst various towns in the fatherland.

After the war, the allies decided that the Italians had been under some duress to sell the vehicles in the first place, so gave the German systems the option of purchasing the vehicles (again) or of returning them to the original operators. Esslingen chose the latter course. To compensate for this loss, Esslingen bought further seven trailers so that each trolleybus could have one in tow.

Although the system had always been owned by the town of Esslingen, it was managed by the Stuttgart tramways until 1st January 1951, when responsibility for operation was transferred to Esslingen. As a result of this change, the routes were renumbered 1 and 2 and the vehicles became 1-10.
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The first of Esslingen’s Kässbohrer bodied MAN trolleybuses in open storage at the Stuttgart tramway workshop late in 1943, prior to entering service. The front of one of the Schumann bodied cars can be seen behind. (R. Klitscher)

At about this time, four of the trolleybuses had their wartime bodies replaced by those of a more modern design. No. 2 was rebodied by Reutter while Nos. 3, 4 and 5 received new bodies from the local firm of Walter Vetter of Fellbach.

In 1952, a new depot was completed and a new trolleybus of revolutionary design was delivered. The trolleybus, numbered 11, had an aluminium selfsupporting body, built by Uerdingen, over 11 metres in length, and featured a three-door layout. The axles and differential gear, etc., were supplied by Henschel of Kassel. The vehicle was of a type designated ÜHIIIs, and in the next five years, Esslingen bought four more of them (Nos. 12-15). All five were fitted with BBC electrical equipment.

In 1960, the government ruled that passenger trailer operation be phased out; this meant that Esslingen would need high-capacity replacement vehicles and accordingly, in that year, the first four 12-metre long self-supporting trolleybuses, built entirely by Henschel as their HS160OSL design, arrived and were numbered 16-19. As with previous deliveries, a BBC traction motor was employed but the control equipment on these new vehicles came from Kiepe. Five trailers were withdrawn at this time, together with two of the original trolleybuses, Nos. 1 and 2. Another HS 160 OSL (No. 20) was delivered in 1961, followed in 1962 by Nos. 21 and 22, thus completing the series. Two further vehicles were added to the fleet in 1962 in the shape of ex-Bremen Nos. 314 and 315. They were ÜHIIIs trolleybuses but were in a different series to previous deliveries, becoming 29 and 30 in the Esslingen fleet. An unusual feature of these two vehicles was that the single centre door was positioned nearer the rear of the vehicle than on standard models of this type.

The only route extension to the system opened in 1961. This ran northwards from Oberesslingen terminus for a distance of 1.1 km to a new housing development at Lerchenäcker. The original terminus at Oberesslingen was retained as a short-working facility.

The last trailers were taken out of service in 1963 and at that time the only 1944 trolleybuses to remain in the fleet were the rebodied Nos. 4 and 5.

The vehicles had always been operated with a seated conductor at the rear but, in the winter of 1969/70, one-man-operation was introduced, with the driver collecting fares; ticket-cancelling machines manufactured by Elgeba were fitted, together with push-button passenger operation of the centre and rear doors. Nos. 29 and 30, however, were not fitted with automatic door equipment and consequently they saw very little passenger service after this time until their withdrawal in August, 1971.

The nearby Baden-Baden system ceased trolleybus operation in 1971 and Esslingen was interested in acquiring the eleven articulated vehicles which had maintained the basic service there; nothing came of this plan, however, because the Esslingen depot was too small to accommodate these long vehicles.

Esslingen did, however, buy one trolleybus from Baden-Baden; this was an HS160OSL built in 1959 with BBC electrical equipment. It had been very much the ‘odd-man-out’ in Baden-Baden, apparently spending most of it’s time inside the depot. On arrival in Esslingen, it was quickly put into service with the minimum of modification (it was not even painted in Esslingen livery) and remains to this day in all-over cream (Esslingen vehicles have grey roofs). Even the fleet number, which was 231 in Baden-Baden, was changed to Esslingen 23 by a dab of cream paint over the ‘1’!

Bonn also closed its System in 1971 and Esslingen bought four Büssing/Uerdingen/Kiepe type ÜBIVs trolleybuses, Nos. 125, 126, 128 and 129, from them. In contrast to the ex-Baden-Baden vehicle, these Bonn cars were extensively refurbished and repainted before re-entering service and had to be fitted with ticket-cancelling machines and passenger-operated doors - refinements they lacked in Bonn. They were given fleet numbers 31-34 and it was the autumn of 1972 before they had all entered service. As they came into service, so three of the ÜHIIIs cars, Nos. 11, 12 and 15, were withdrawn.

The ÜBIVs vehicles have not proven popular in Esslingen. No. 31 was withdrawn in 1975 and the remaining three are rarely operated outside the rush-hours these days.

In 1973, a diversion was constructed at Mettingen (between Esslingen and Obertürkheim) for vehicles proceeding towards Obertürkheim, along a road which by-passes the main street of Mettingen. A short-working facility was incorporated in the layout. After only a few months of use, however, trolleybuses reverted to the original routeing through the main street as it was

presumably thought that passengers had too far to walk to the stops. After some eighteen months of disuse, the 1975 timetable showed five short-workings to Mettingen (thus utilising the new wiring) at the end of the Monday-Friday evening rush-hour. The present timetable, however, introduced on 15th March, 1976, gives alternate vehicles turning here for most of the day.

Until the current timetable was introduced, the Service had remained virtually unchanged for many years. The basic daily frequency over the whole route was every 12 minutes. This was augmented during rush-hours, Saturday mornings and Monday to Friday afternoons by an additional 12-minute service, numbered 2, between Bahnhof Esslingen and Lerchenäcker, giving a combined 6-minute frequency on this section. With the new timetable, the basic

frequency is every 20 minutes and the augmented service now operates between Lerchenäcker and Mettingen, also every 20 minutes. A six-minute service is still operated on the whole route during Monday to Friday rush-hours. There are now no advertised journeys turning at Bahnhof Esslingen, but the loop at Oberesslingen still retains a handful of turns in the early morning.

Since 1974, trolleybuses have been replaced by motorbuses after 19.00 hrs. on Mondays to Fridays, after 14.30 hrs. on Saturdays and all day on Sundays.

Also, it is not unusual to see a motorbus working on the route during the period of the six-minute service.

An unusual feature of the Esslingen system, not previously mentioned, is that a hooked pole is used for manoeuvring the trolley-poles. Each vehicle carries one in a rack mounted on the back platform. It is stored in three sections and fitted together by 'bayonet' type fittings. At the depot and at termini, where vehicles may arrive out of turn, a full-length pole is hung on a convenient traction pole in true British fashion.

The system's survival to the present day to become one of only three trolleybus operators in West Germany is perhaps explained by the town's apparent policy of economy rather than a definite preference for trolleybuses as such. If the future is to hold good for Esslingen's trolleybuses, it is obvious that a considerable sum will have to be invested in new vehicles and equipment. It would seem that a change of heart is necessary.

Transport Interchange at Esslingen

Esslingen has the distinction of being the only place in West Germany where tram/trolleybus interchange can still be found and is especially interesting in that although operationally separate, the trolleybus system was at one time, like the urban tramway it replaced, under a common management with the Stuttgart and Esslingen-Nellingen-Denkendorf tramways, with which it still connects.
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A 1953 shot of Obertürkheim terminus with one of the original Schumann bodied MAN trolleybuses. (N. N. Forbes)
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Ten years later and both modes have changed: an Esslingen HS160OSL trolleybus prepares to turn behind Stuttgart GT4-type tram No. 590. (P. Boehm)
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Bahnhof Esslingen in 1974 with an ex Bonn trolleybus loading for Obertürkheim, a Henschel about to depart for Lerchenäcker and an END tram train in its station: the latter is now under threat of closure. (M. J. Russel)

Esslingen ÜHIIIs
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Five ÜHIIIs cars were purchased new by Esslingen and two of them survive today for peak-hour service. One such is No. 13, seen approaching Bahnhof Esslingen in April, 1974. (M. J. Russel)
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No. 30, an ex-Bremen (315) ÜHIIIs, seen outside the depot in January, 1971. Compare the position of the centre doorway on this vehicle with the standard design as fitted to No. 13. (J. H. Ward)

Outsiders in Esslingen
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Formerly Baden-Baden 231, this 1959 Henschel now operates as Esslingen 23 and was seen at Bahnhof Esslingen en route for Lerchenäcker in October 1975. (J. H. Ward)
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The view in Esslingen’s depot in August 1971, with Bonn 126 (still displaying Bonn blinds) undergoing major overhaul and the fitting of automatic door equipment and ticket-cancelling machines before reentering service as Esslingen 32. (J. H. Ward)
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Bonn 126 as she is today. This October 1975 view of No. 32 shows a modern Stuttgart tram in the background preparing to leave Obertürkheim terminus for the city. (D. Pearson)

The Esslingen Trolleybus Scene

Basic services are worked by the seven HS160OSL cars of 1960-62, aided to a greater or lesser extent by examples from the other batches. Here are three views of the mainstay of the fleet.
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No. 21 at Lerchenäcker terminus in May, 1972. The terminal loop here is worked the wrong way round, i. e. including a crossover. (J. H. Ward)
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No. 18 turning on the loop via Eisenbahnstrasse at Bahnhof Esslingen on a route 2 working (although showing ‘1’ on the blinds) on 30th April 1974. The wiring to the left of the picture provided a disconnected emergency turn back onto the main line. This loop is no longer in regular use. (M. J. Russel) 
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A quite different appearance is given by No. 19 without front bumper-bar as it emerges from the Mettingen short-working loop back onto the main line on 14th June, 1976. (D. Pearson)

